
Gospel Lesson for the Week 
January 13, 2008 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Baptism of the Lord 

 
Please read: 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Read also: 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43 

 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him.  John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?"  
But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 
way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented.  
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 
said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."  
                                                                             Matthew 3:13-17 
  
 

       .     Well Pleased      . 
 
Ever think of Yahweh as a pleasure-loving God? 
Well, like it or not, that’s the nature of deity. 
And what is it that brings God pleasure? 
When God beholds a human being  
totally yielded to his will and purpose,  
determined to fulfill all righteousness,  
and tell it to the world,  
a servant, spirit filled,  
set on bringing forth justice to the nations,  
and light in the darkness,  
and freedom to the oppressed,  
that’s when God smiles  



and sings an ancient refrain: 
“This is my child,  
     my beloved. 
     I am well pleased.” 
 
When contemplating that which brings God pleasure 
It’s good to note we too may be God’s treasure. 

--- rvc 


