Gospel Lesson for the Week
April 6, 2008

Third Sunday of Easter

Pleaseread
Luke 24:13-35

Read also
Acts 2:14a
Acts 2:36-41
Psalm 116:1-4
Psalm 116:12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23

Now on that sanme day two of themwere going to a village
cal | ed Emmaus, about seven mles from Jerusalem and
talking with each other about all these things that had
happened.

Wil e they were tal king and di scussi ng, Jesus hinself cane
near and went with them

but their eyes were kept fromrecogni zing him

And he said to them "What are you discussing with each

ot her while you wal k al ong?" They stood still, |ooking sad.
Then one of them whose nane was C eopas, answered him
"Are you the only stranger in Jerusal em who does not know
the things that have taken place there in these days?"

He asked them "What things?"

They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was
a prophet mghty in deed and word before God and all the
peopl e, and how our chief priests and | eaders handed hi m
over to be condemmed to death and crucified him But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeemIsrael. Yes, and
besides all this, it is nowthe third day since these

t hi ngs took place. Mreover, sonme wonmen of our group
astounded us. They were at the tonb early this norning, and
when they did not find his body there, they canme back and
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that he was alive. Sonme of those who were with us went



to the tonb and found it just as the wonen had said; but
they did not see him"

Then he said to them "Oh, how foolish you are, and how

sl ow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah shoul d
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" Then
begi nning with Mdses and all the prophets, he interpreted
to themthe things about hinself in all the scriptures.

As they canme near the village to which they were going, he
wal ked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, "Stay wth us, because it is al nost
evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to
stay with them

When he was at the table wwth them he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them Then their eyes were
opened, and they recogni zed him and he vanished fromtheir
sight. They said to each other, "Wre not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
whil e he was opening the scriptures to us?"

That sanme hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem and
they found the el even and their conpani ons gat hered

toget her. They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and
he has appeared to Sinon!" Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he had been nmade known to
themin the breaking of the bread.

Enmaus

Holy moments come

when in the course of our daily walk
we find ourselves

face to face with a Stranger

who is, after all, no stranger.

If we listen,

we can hear him speak.
But sometimes

our ears are stopped
and our sight is dimmed
and our senses dulled
by a prevailing sadness.
“We had hoped...”

we say forlornly,

and walk along



just making conversation
instead of making sense
or finding meaning.

Then comes a moment of decision:

This way or that?

Do we invite him in,

or do we let him pass on

to some more gracious host?

When we make room for him,
he makes room for us,

and makes himself known to us
is simple things,

like breaking bread.

And then our hearts burn

and life glows bright.
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